
Black History Month Book Bags 
2/1-2/29, Grades K-8 
Celebrate Black History Month by picking up a themed 
book bag. Each bag will contain a free book, activities, and 
giveaways. While supplies last. 

African-Americans and the Arts  
Wed., 2/21, 5-6pm  
Learn about the extraordinary contributions African 
Americans have made to the arts.  

Hidden Messages in Negro Spirituals
on the Underground Railroad  
Mon., 2/26, 4:30-5:45pm   
Join Connie Martin as she explains the connections of 
Plantation songs, or Negro Spirituals, with their true 
meanings and interpretations used by people seeking 
freedom from the South.

Frederick Douglass Exhibition
January 15 - February 9   
Frederick Douglass: Advocate for Equality features an 
exploration of the full trajectory of Douglass’s epic life 
from 1818 to 1895. In this traveling exhibition, viewers 
can learn about Douglass’s escape from slavery, his work 
as an abolitionist, and his tireless fight for equality for all 
individuals in the Jim Crow era. This exhibition explores 
Douglass’s impact and his life through his own words and 
in photographs and documents from the Gilder Lehrman 
Collection.

Gather, Discover, and Grow at WPL 
1/17, 6:30pm, Classroom A&B
Join us at our January board meeting as we announce our 
new Strategic Plan. Were excited to share our new goals 
and activities for 2024 including expanding mobile sevices 
and community partnerships.  

New Mural Coming Soon!
See back page for more programs and information. 
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NEW! Baby Welcome Bags 
Birth -1 years old
Let us welcome the newest member of your family with 
the gift of the child’s first book bag. Our baby bags are 
bilingual (English and Spanish), include toys and books for 
the family, and parenting guides for the adults.

¡NUEVO! Bolsas de bienvenida para bebés
Nacimiento -1 años
Démosle la bienvenida al nuevo miembro de su familia con 
el regalo de la primera mochila para niños. Nuestras bolsas 
para bebés son bilingües (inglés y español), incluyen 
juguetes y libros para la familia e guías para padres para 
los adultos.

NEW! Comfort Zone 
The Comfort Zone: A Sensory Room for Kids, Friends, and 
Families provides a controlled environment to support 
individual self-regulation and empowerment, and promote 
mindfulness, skill development, creative expression, 
and resilience. The room includes tactile activity panels, 
bubble tubes, peapod chair, floor mats, mirror, positive 
affirmation station, cushion walls, and a variety of fidgets, 
interactive activities, and lighting and sound options. To 
reserve the room please call 847-623-2041 ext. 280.

Kris Kringle Market
The Waukegan Public Library is excited to host the 2023 
Kris Kringle Artist Market. Get your holiday shopping 
started – or completed! – at the Kris Kringle Artist Market 
with 20+ artists and artisans! Everything from stocking 
stuffers to that big piece you’ve been hoping to find will be 
available. A special guest will be on hand, too, and you can 
get a holiday picture from 5-8pm. 

Winter Happenings
Waukegan Public Library



Bookworms* 
Grades 1-2 with caregiver 
Mondays, 5-5:45pm 
12/4: Flubby 
1/8: Croc and Ally 
2/12: Frog and Friends 

Mini Gingerbread Houses* 
Grades 3-12 
Tues., 12/5, 4-5pm 

Little Wonders* 
Ages 3-5 with caregiver 
Wednesdays
All About Winter 
12/6: 11-11:45am & 5-5:45pm  
Arctic Animals 
1/10, 11-11:45am & 
1/17, 5-5:45pm  
Building Fun 
12/6: 11-11:45am & 5-5:45pm

National Illinois Day* 
All Ages 
Thurs., 12/7, 5-6pm 
Learn some fun facts, places 
you can visit, and do a craft. 

Kids & Families
X-STREAM Hour 
Grades K-8 
Mondays, 4-5pm 
12/11: Snow Art  
1/8: Board Game Night 
2/5: Brain Teasers 
Join us for STEM, reading, and 
art activities.

Shining Stars* 
Grades K-2 
Mondays, 5-5:45pm 
12/11: Winter Wonderland Crafts 
1/15: Plan A Party  
2/26: Snowflake STEAM

Club de Aprendizaje
a Temprana Edad 
de United Way* 
3-5 años con cuidador 
Ayude a su hijo en edad preescolar 
a prepararse para el jardín de 
infantes. Únase a nosotros para 
una variedad de actividades 
divertidas y de aprendizaje.  
12/12: Colores 
1/23: Patrones 
2/20: Secuenciación y Cuentos 

United Way Early 
Learning Club* 
Ages 3-5 with caregiver 
Wednesdays, 11-11:45am 
Help your preschool-age child 
prepare for kindergarten. Join 
us for a variety of fun learning 
activities. 
12/13: Colors 
1/24: Patterns 
2/21: Sequence and Storytime 

Challenge Hour* 
Grades 3-8 
Blindfold Taste Test 
Tues., 1/30, 4-4:45pm 
Using only your sense of taste,
try some mystery food and
guess what they are.
Break A Record 
Wed., 2/21, 4-5pm 
Test yourself and see if you can 
break a world record. 

Gingerbread House Building* 
Ages 4-8 
Wed., 12/13, 5-5:45pm 

DIY Lanterns* 
All Ages 
Thurs., 12/14, 6-7pm

Winter Wonderland 
Sat., 12/16, 2-3pm 
Join us for some holiday crafts, a 
special storytime with surprise 
guests, and some tasty treats. 

Letters to Elfie 
Grades K-5 
12/17-12/22 
Write our friendly library elf  a 
letter describing your holiday 
plans and drop it off at the 
Children’s Department for him 
to read.

Super Mario Bros. Movie 
Party-A-Long* 
All Ages 
Mon., 12/18, 4-6pm 
Let’s-a-go! Watch the movie, 
while enjoying snacks and 
activities.

Join us for a fun and 
interactive storytime! 
¡Únase a una hora de cuentos 
divertida e interactiva!

Storytime 
Ages 0-5 with caregiver 
Mon. & Thurs., 10:30-11am

Evening Storytime 
Ages 0-5 with caregiver 
Mondays, 12/18, 1/8, 2/5
Thursdays, 1/25, 2/22
6:30-7pm

Tiempo de Cuentos 
0-5 años con cuidador 
jueves, 6:30-7pm 
12/7, 12/21, 1/4, 1/18,
2/1, 2/15, 2/29

Book n’ Snack Club: Kids 
Grades 3-5 
Thursdays, 12/7, 1/11, 2/1
4-4:45pm

                 

Teen Tasters  
Grades 6-12  
Fridays, 12/15, 1/12, 2/16
4:30-5:30pm  
Explore a different country 
each month by tasting fun 
international snacks! 

Present Wrapping 
Workshop*  
Grades 9-12  
Tues., 12/19, 4:30-5:30pm  
Learn how to creatively wrap 
presents of various sizes and 
shapes for the holiday season! 

 

Book n’ Snack Club: Tween* 
Grades 6-8 
Wednesdays, 12/20, 1/24, 2/28 
4-4:45pm 

Tweens & Teens



Niños y Familias

Winter Photography Contest 
Grades 3-8, 1/1-1/31 
Get inspired by the winter 
landscape! Submit a winter-
themed photo in person or on
our website. 

Food Art:
Toast to a New Year* 
All Ages 
Thurs., 1/4, 5-5:45pm 
Who would have thought you can 
use toast to make art?

Let’s Taco ‘bout It* 
Ages 4-8, Tues., 1/16, 5-6pm 
Read Dragons Love Tacos followed 
by a tasty taco making activity! 

Indoor Snowball Dodgeball* 
Grades 3-6 
Mon., 1/15, 2-2:45pm 

Marshmallow Creations* 
All Ages 
Fri., 1/19, 5-5:45pm 
Create igloos, animals, houses, 
and more with marshmallows.

Bingo for Books* 
All Ages 
Wed., 1/31, 6-7pm

Valentine’s Day Crafts* 
Ages 3-7 
Fri., 2/2, 4-4:45pm 
Create a Valentine’s Day sign and 
necklace. 

Seashell Painting* 
All Ages 
Tues., 2/6, 5-5:45pm 
Create wonderful art with 
seashells.  

Blues 101 with 
Fruteland Jackson* 
Grades 1-5 
Tues., 2/6, 6:30-7:30pm 
Musician Fruteland Jackson offers 
a workshop focusing on blues 
music, including examples on the 
guitar and a Q&A. 

Sunday Afternoon Movies 
Sundays, 2:00pm 
12/3: Elliot the Littlest Reindeer 
12/10: Frozen 
12/17: How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas 
1/7: Captain Underpants—The 
First Epic Movie 
1/14: Madagascar 3—Europe’s 
Most Wanted 
1/21: The Angry Birds Movie 
1/28: Dumbo (2019) 
2/4: Shrek 
2/11: Paddington 2 
2/18: Trolls 
2/25: Night at the Museum

Family Yoga 
All Ages 
Thursdays, 1/25, 2/22, 5-6pm 
Stretch it out and get fit family 
style! Please provide your own 
yoga mat or towel.

Lego Club 
All Ages 
Saturdays, 2-4pm 
Create your own masterpiece 
with family and friends.   

Lunar New Year 
Celebration* 
Grades K-8 
Thurs., 2/8, 4-5pm 
Welcome the Year of the Dragon 
with snacks and activities. 

Mardi Gras Time* 
All Ages 
Tues., 2/13, 5-5:45pm 
Make a Mardi Gras mask and 
beaded necklace while learning 
some fun facts about the 
popular celebration. 

DIY Valentines 
Grades 3-8 
Tues., 2/13, 3-8pm 
Create your own unique gift for 
a loved one. 

DIY Robotic Hand* 
Ages 4-8 
Mon., 2/19, 5-5:45pm

National Polar Bear Day* 
Grades 3-5 
Tues., 2/27, 5-5:45pm 
Learn fun facts about polar 
bears like how they stay warm 
through a science experiment, 
and create a polar bear craft.

Kohl Children’s Museum 
Mobile Learning Lab 
Ages 2-8 
Tuesdays, 12/19, 1/23, 2/20 
10:30am-12:30pm 
Join us as Kohl Children’s 
Museum brings their Mobile 
Learning Lab to the library!

Create a Piñata* 
All Ages 
Tues., 12/19, 4-5pm

A Poetic Kwanzaa with 
Oba William King* 
All Ages 
Wed., 12/27, 6:30-7:30pm 

Puzzle Time* 
All Ages 
Thurs., 12/28, 4-5pm  

Winter Diamond
Painting Coasters
Grades 9-12  
Tues., 1/16, 4:30-5:30pm    

DIY Terrariums
Grades 6-8 
Thurs., 1/18, 4-5pm 
Gardening in the winter?  
Yes, while staying cozy inside! 

DIY Tie-Dye Totes 
Grades 6-12 
Tues., 1/23, 4-5pm  

Papercraft Valentine Gems 
Grades 9-12  
Tues., 2/6, 4:30-5:30pm  
Learn how to make papercraft 
3-D gems.  

DIY Bubble Tea
Grades 6-12 
Tues, 2/20, 4-5pm 

Tweens & Teens



                 

Adults

Drop in Computer Assistance  
Monday-Friday, 10-12pm  
Let us help you with your computer needs from 
building a resume to basic computer usage, and 
much more. 

Déjanos ayudarte con la computadora. Te podemos 
ayudar con tu curriculum, uso básico de la 
computadora, y mucho más.   

Gentle Yoga   
Fridays, 10:15-11:15am 
No class on 12/22 and 12/29
Join us to strengthen muscles, learn breathing 
techniques, and create a healthier life.

Únete a nosotros para fortalecer nuestros 
músculos, aprender algunas técnicas de 
respiración y crear una vida más saludable.  

Conversational English  
Wednesdays, 1-2 pm & 5-6pm
No class on 12/20 and 12/27  
If you are looking to practice speaking English, 
join us!
  
Si estás buscando practicar hablar inglés, ¡Únete a 
nosotros!  

Clases de Pre-GED
en Espanol 
Saturdays, 12/2, 12/9,
1/13, 1/20, 1/27, 1:15-3pm 
Este curso te preparara estar listo para la clases del 
GED.  

Clases de GED en Espanol 
Saturdays, 12/2, 12/9, 1/13, 1/20, 1/27, 3:15-4:45pm 
Curso intenso que te preparara en todas last 
materias para obtener tu diploma de preparatoria. 

Arden Shore Counseling   
Saturdays, 12/2, 12/16, 1/20, 2/3, 1:15-2:15pm   
Learn how to deal with stress, and how it affects 
families. 

Winter Holidays on the GO! 
The holiday season is upon us! There are so 
many occasions to gather, reflect, celebrate, and 
look forward. Whatever you and your family 
celebrate, you can count on our online resouces 
for downloading movies, books, and more. To view 
all our online resources please visit https://www.
waukeganpl.org/eresources/

Bingocize  
Wednesdays, 12/6-1/17, 10:30-11:30am
No class on 12/20, 12/27, & 1/3   
Join us to have some fun, do some exercise, and 
win some prizes.   

Únete a nosotros para divertirte, hacer algo de 
ejercicio y ganar algunos premios.  

Mario Kart Tournament  
Thursdays, 12/7 & 2/15, 4-5:30pm  
Race against other players in Mario Kart 8. Small 
prizes for all racers.   

Lotería  
Fridays, 12/8, 1/5, 1/19, 4:30-5:30pm  
Join us to have a fun time playing a popular 
Hispanic game.   

Únete a nosotros para pasar un rato divertido 
jugando un popular juego Hispano.    

Jewels Club  
Saturdays, 12/09, 1/13, 2/10, 1:30-2:30pm  
Learn to make handmade jewelry pieces.  

Bingo Binge 
Mondays, 12/11, 1/8, 2/12, 2:30-3:30pm 
Play Bingo and win prizes. 
Location: Hinkston Park Branch 

I Meant to Read 
That Book Club  
Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30pm  
We will discuss a popular book each month. Come 
to the Adult Services Desk to receive a copy of the 
book and sign up! 
12/12-True Biz by Sara Novic 
01/09-The Island of Sea Women by Lisa See
02/13-The South Side by Natalie Y. Moore

Identity Theft Workshop  
Mon., 12/11, 5-6pm  
Learn how to protect yourself from identity theft 
and online scams with Illinois Comptroller Susana 
Mendoza.  



 

Adults

DIY Buffalo Check Paint Pots  
Wed., 12/13, 5-6pm  
Create a beautiful handmade holiday gift.  

Legends and Lore of the Holidays    
Thurs., 12/14, 4:30-5:30pm  
Author Shetan Noir discusses legends like the yule 
lads, Krampus, the Wendigo, and more.  

Writing Group  
Thursdays, 12/14, 1/18, 2/22, 6-7pm
A group for writers of all levels and types
to come together to discuss the craft 
and get feedback. 

Holiday Cookie Decorating  
Wed., 12/20, 5-6pm  
Decorate delicious sugar cookies.  

RFU Health Mobile Clinic  
Thursdays, 12/21, 1/18, 2/15, 1:30-4:30pm  
Come and receive free health screenings provided 
by Rosalind Franklin University. 

Hot Chocolate Spheres  
Thursday, 12/21, 4-5pm  
Make hot chocolate spheres to take home. Great 
for holiday gifts.  

Citizenship Classes  
Tuesdays, 1/9-2/28, 6-7:30pm  
Join Mano a Mano to prepare you for the 
citizenship exam and interview.  

Únase a Mano a Mano para prepararse para el 
examen y la entrevista de ciudadanía. 

Illinois Library Presents  
Virtual program (Zoom) 7-8pm
WPL is excited to once again partner with this 
library collaborative which brings virtual events 
with best selling esteemed and diverse speakers
 to library patrons across Illinois.

12/6, Surviving the Holidays with Lori Gottlieb
12/16 & 12/17, Experience The Nutcracker
 at Home
1/11, Speculating about Our AI Future with Cory 
Doctorow, Ken Liu, and Martha Wells
2/6, Author of New Kid Series with Jerry Craft

DIY Mug Art  
Wed., 1/10, 5-6pm  
Get creative and customize a mug! 
Hot cocoa will be provided.  

Super Smash Bros. Tournament  
Thurs., 1/11, 4-5:30pm  
Battle against other players in 
Super Smash Bros. Ultimate.  

Jackbox Party Game Night  
Wed., 1/24 and Mon., 2/19, 5-6pm  
Spend your evening having fun playing party 
games. Small prizes for participants.  

Mason Jar Noodles  
Thurs., 1/25, 4-5pm  
Make a delicious noodle lunch that only needs hot 
water. Great for work, school, or on the go.  

Easy Chocolate Truffles  
Thurs., 2/8, 4-5:00pm  
Learn to make delicious and easy chocolate 
truffles. Perfect for Valentine’s Day.  

Valentine’s Day Cupcake Decorating  
Wed., 2/14, 5-6pm   
Make a sweet treat for your loved one.  

Job Kiosk
Career transformation starts here! 
The Library is one of the new Job Center of Lake 
County IL kiosk host sites. The kiosk allows 
anyone to apply for career training, browse job 
opportunities, view upcoming workshops, and 
access information about the Job Center partners 
and resources. The kiosk is located on the main 
floor and is open during library hours.

         Adultos
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Waukegan Public Library
128 N. County St., Waukegan, IL
847-623-2041
www.waukeganpl.org

Main Library 
Monday-Thursday 10am-8pm
Friday 10am-6pm 
Sat-Sun 1pm-5pm 

Biblioteca Principal
lunes-jueves 10am-8pm 
viernes 10am-6pm 
sábado-domingo 1pm-5pm

Hinkston Park Branch 
800 Baldwin Ave., Waukegan, IL 
Monday-Friday 10am-2pm
Saturday-Sunday Closed
lunes-viernes 10am-2pm 
sábado-domingo cerrada

Library Closed                     
Biblioteca Cerrada 
Dec. 24-25 ChristmasDec. 24-25 Christmas
Dec. 31 New Year's EveDec. 31 New Year's Eve
Jan. 1st New Year's DayJan. 1st New Year's Day

Board of Trustees Meetings
Dec. 20, Jan. 17, Feb. 21 

The Waukegan Public Library 
may take photos or videos of 
patrons on the premises and at 
library programs and events for 
use in promotional materials. 

La Biblioteca Pública de 
Waukegan puede tomar fotos 
o videos de los usuarios en las 
instalaciones y en los programas 
y eventos de la biblioteca para 
usar en materiales.  

For accommodations at an 
event or class, please contact us 
allowing seven days' notice to 
best serve you.

Para brindarle un mejor 
servicio, si necesitas arreglos 
especiales para un evento o clase, 
comuniquese con nosotros, con 
siete dias de anticipación.

Follow us @waukeganlibrary 
Síguenos @waukeganlibrary

Early Learning Center 
The Waukegan Public Library is proud 
to announce that the pop-up ELC (Early 
Learning Center) has now reopened. 
Currently the ELC features temporary 
and flexible activities that support early 
learning, gross motor development, 
sensory discovery, creative play, STEM 
exploration, and much more. During 
your visit we'd love to hear from you. 
We've created a survey for adults and 
kids to share their favorite activities and 
priorities for the space. Your feedback 
will help us develop more permanent 
features. Our friendly staff looks forward 
to seeing you.

Friends of the Library
Valentine's Day Concert
Friday, February 14, 5:30-6:30pm
Join us for music and a sweet treat with 
your sweetheart at our Valentine's Day 
concert!

Giving Tree
The library will be providing hats, 
gloves, and care kits to the public from 
December 10- December 30. Those in 
need can select one of each item from 
the bins under our holiday tree, while 
those wishing to donate may drop off 
new, unused items during regular library 
hours. 

Artists & Inspiration
All Ages, Saturdays, 12/2 &  2/17 
1:30-3pm 
Meet Gaby and Stephanie and work 
with them to create individual pieces of 
inspirational art. The words and visuals 
of each individual will be combined 
to create a collage in the Children’s 
Department. After the collage is 
completed, all library visitors will be 
able to vote on their favorites, with some 
words and images being selected for 
inclusion in the mural.

Designing Characters 
All Ages, Wed., 12/27, 12-2pm 
Our artists will share their creative 
process for character development and 
addition of fun details in the mural. 
Then, they will guide participants in 
creating their own unique characters and 
images. Participants may submit their 
work for consideration to be included in 
the mural.

How To: Comics & Illustrations 
Grades 6-12, Adult 
Thurs., 1/4, 1-3pm 
Join our artists as they demonstrate tools 
and techniques for creating comic books. 
All participants will get their own comic 
book panel and experiment with different 
illustration styles, lettering and color 
techniques, and storytelling.


